
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Update – Issue 1 
  

AQA Events and Resources 
For more details, see pages 9-10. 

 
 

www.sw-ift.org.uk 
@SouthWestIFT 

#rootedinpartnership 

 

 

Live Q&A Event with 
Ofsted National Subject Lead  
 

for Geography  
Thursday 14 October 2021  
Book here | FREE for SWIFT members 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Nutrition and Wellbeing 
Podcasts  
with Nutritional Therapist,  
Jennifer McDiarmid. 11-monthly 
30-minute podcasts, covering 
different areas of wellbeing and 
health and nutrition. 
FREE for SWIFT members  
Sign-up here 
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See here to book  

 
 

 
Online | Wednesday 21 April 2021 
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xxx  

An official welcome to the 270 schools who have signed up to be 
members of SWIFT this school year. 
 

SWIFT membership provides our schools with access to an exciting and wide 
range of discounted / no charge CPD. To date, it is pleasing to report that 
over 200 RQTs have enrolled on the free, year-long ECF-style programme 
specifically designed by SWIFT, supporting new teachers in the profession – 
all the more important in the aftermath of Covid.  
 

In addition, at the start of their career, 700 Early Career Teachers, along with 
their Mentors have now embarked on the Early Career Framework. And, for 
those colleagues developing their leadership skills, working with Leading 
Schools South West (LSSW), over 350 have applied to undertake a National 
Professional Qualification (NPQ).  
 

SWIFT is based on a coherent partnership with former Teaching School 
Alliances, Kingsbridge Research School, Schools, Trusts and the new 
Teaching School Hubs. We are committed to bringing together the best CPD 
from our area, together with national programmes and we are proud of the 
collaborative nature of our work.  
 

See here if you want to find out more about becoming a member of SWIFT. 
 
 
  
 
If your school staff would like further primary RSHE one-to-one support or 
group support delivered by Kim Mason, TTSA Primary RSHE lead, please 
contact Lisa Toms, TTSA Director (ltoms@rivieraet.co.uk).   

See the overview diagram on page 3. 
Report by TTSA SLE & RSHE Ready Delivery Lead, Kim Mason 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Thursday 30 September 2021 
Autumn Term Issue 1 

Welcome from Roger Pope CBE  
ESW Associate & Strategic Leader of Teaching & 
Research Schools | Education South West 

 

We have all been talking about how to re-imagine education in a post-
lockdown world.  
 

The clean sweep of Ministers at the DfE is surely a positive indication that the 
Government recognises that such thinking is now needed – and SWIFT are 
here to support you along the way. I wish you all an exciting year. 
 
 
 
Don’t miss out, book your place if you have yet to do so (you can read 
more here about the conference and how to book)! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

This school year we are pleased to introduce our new Professional 
Communities, building on the success of our former Networks.  
 

To date we have 30 Professional Communities in place – with plans to grow. 
 

Nine new PC Leads have now been appointed, with some joining existing 
Professional Communities; whilst others are setting up new groups, including 
Oracy, Alternative Provision and Character Education.  
 

We are glad to welcome Devon Training School Partnership, Torbay, Ventrus 
and West Country Training School Alliances, who all bring expertise and 
experience to Exeter Consortium Schools’ Alliance and SWIFT Central Team. 
Training and Induction of our new PC Leads is underway and you can find out 
more in the Professional Community Prospectus. 
 

We believe our combined working will provide the capacity to support the PC 
Leads with high quality administration. For more information see here 
 
 
 
 

We look forward to providing more information pending DfE announcements. 

 
 

Welcome back to the new school year 
and to our new SWIFT members 

 
 

Introducing the New Professional Communities 

 

 

 

School Operations & 
Resource Management 
Community  
Thursday 7 October 2021   
1000 – 1200 | Online 
A support network for School 
Business Managers to manage their 
operations/resources efficiently and 
effectively. 
Benefit from industry sector 
knowledge, updates and ideas on 
how to be compliant and gain the 
most from available resources.  
FREE for SWIFT member schools. 
Book here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#sumconf2021  
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Train to Teach | Get into Teaching Event 

  Are you thinking about a career in teaching? 
Do you know someone who is interested in teaching or would make a great teacher? 
 

Join us at this FREE Train to Teach event WITH the perfect opportunity to find out more about primary and secondary 
teacher training and get advice from experts and training providers. 
 
Learn More with these Event Topics: 
 

• Funding  

• Different training courses  

• How to submit a successful application  

• How to get school experience  

• Preparing for your training year  

• What a career in teaching is really like  
 
Participate in the Event Workshops: 
 

1. Writing your application  
2. Student Finance England 
3. Getting experience / observing lessons  
4. Preparing for your training year 
 
Meet our Training Providers: 
 

Come and meet the following Training Providers  
(Primary and Secondary Teacher Training Providers;  
including Universities, School Centred Initial Teacher Training  
(SCITT’s) and School Direct):  
 
✓ Cornerstone Academy Trust  
✓ Dartmoor Teacher Training Partnership  
✓ Devon Primary SCITT  
✓ Exeter Consortium Schools’ Alliance  
✓ Jurassic Coast Teaching School Alliance  
✓ Plymouth Marjon University  
✓ Plymouth Teaching School Alliance  
✓ South West Teacher Training  
✓ Teach South West  
✓ University of Exeter  
✓ University of Plymouth  
✓ Ventrus Training School  
✓ West Country Training School Alliance  
 

We look forward to meeting you and guiding you as you consider your journey into teaching.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL | PHONE 01392 927171 option 5 
BOOK YOUR FREE PLACE HERE 
 

A Whole School Approach to Neurodiversity | Fintan O’Regan 
 
Neurodiversity is a term which was first coined in the late 1990s to describe conditions such as Dyslexia, Autism and ADHD 
as variations or differences in the human brain rather than as deficits or disorders.   
 
We offer three sessions looking at behaviour as communication and the SF3R, a formula he developed for management.  
 

Session 1 | available as a recording 
Sessions 2 and 3 | Tuesday 5 October and Tuesday 9 November 2021 | 1545 – 1700 
 
 

ALSO, you can find out more about the Leading Send Programme here  
More in the next issue. 
 
BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  
 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
mailto:mark@exeterconsortium.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFUktdOQVbUxqcTocaPfeKo2Xkew2jSGEpXE22Hwz33ad91A/viewform
https://www.sw-ift.org.uk/news/leading-send-programme-with-karen-sewell
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10270&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=SWTSA/21/0012&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=&calday=&calmonth=&calyear=&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=


Tackling Disadvantage through High-Quality Teaching 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Leverage Leadership in Action Programme  

 

 

  

Friday 12 November 2021 | 0930 - 1600 
The Pavilion Centre, Royal Cornwall Showground PL27 7JE 
 
The phrase ‘high quality teaching’ is almost certainly used more than it is examined. 
 

The OneCornwall Conference explicitly aims to address many of the practices behind the term, and to focus on 
improving outcomes for disadvantaged students.  
 

‘Ensuring every teacher is supported in delivering high quality teaching is essential to achieving the 
best outcomes for all pupils, particularly the most disadvantaged.’  
 

EEF, School Improvement Planning 
 
Audience | MAT CEOs, Governors, Primary and Secondary Headteachers, Senior Leaders and classroom teachers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL 
BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 
 
 

The Leverage Leadership (LL) in Action Programme is one of our key leadership programmes. 
 

The LL approach is designed to provide Headteachers and Senior Leaders with a framework to enable 
implementation of your own vision, values and culture into their school.   
 
Modelled through the lens of ‘Culture and Behaviour’ and ‘Observation, Feedback and Coaching;’ the approach can however, 
be applied to any aspect of school leadership. 
 

Key Programme Objectives: 
• Explores the 7 Levers of Leverage Leadership 

• Each day will be built around the ‘See It, Name It, Do it’ approach and applied to the context of that day’s theme 

• Expert inputs from practising leaders that have used LL principles to significantly improve pupil outcomes, behaviour, and 
culture in their school 

• School walkarounds on each day 

 

Day 1 | Wednesday 13 October 2021 | 0930 - 1500  
School Culture and Behaviour  
Ideally attended by Headteacher and Behaviour Lead. 
West Exe School 
 

Day 2 | Tuesday 18 January 2022 | 0930 - 1500  
Observation, Feedback and Coaching  
Ideally attended by T&L Lead and one other. 
Torquay Academy 
 
The newly created Department for Education Exemplary Leadership Programme led by STAR Academies along with Dixons, 
Outwood Grange and Inspirations Trusts has LL at its core. 
 

FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION AND HOW TO BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 
 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
mailto:Alison.king@kingsbridgecollege.org.uk
https://bit.ly/OneCornwallConference
https://www.sw-ift.org.uk/programmes/leverage-leadership-in-action-programme-for-senior-leaders


CPD and Events  
 

Many of our events are FREE to our SWIFT member schools.  
Find out more here and you can also read about new events and offers on our website here  
 

Early Excellence CPD Series 
Stay connected with the national agenda and be fully briefed on all the latest 
developments in Early Years and beyond. There will be opportunity to engage with 
colleagues from other schools and settings, to share and access advice and support 
from the Early Excellence Team. 
A.M. Session | National Update Session – for School Leaders, EYFS Leads and Key 
Stage 1 Leads 
P.M. Session | EYFS Leaders Session.  

Date: 7/10/21 

Time: 09:30 - 12:00 and 13:00 - 
15:30 

 
Venue: Online delivery  

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 

Teaching Assistants | New to the Role  
This session will enable Teaching Assistants who are new (and not so new) to 
develop a vision of what exemplary practice looks like. With reference to Professional 
Standards, research and recommendations, the session will reflect on the role and 
begin to develop relevant skills and knowledge.  

Date: 12/10/21 

Time: 1100 - 1200 

 Venue: Online delivery 

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  

Developing Middle Leaders | Session 1  
One of six sessions to develop the skills required of a Middle Leader in schools today. 
There will be opportunity to conduct a self-evaluation of current leadership strengths 
and experiences that will be a focus for the personal development of each leader.  
 
As part of the course, participants will work on a significant improvement project.   

Date: 14/10/21 (Session 1) 

Time: 1600 – 1800 

 

Venue: Online delivery  

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 

Engagement Model Training | Session 1 
This DfE-approved training aims to develop an understanding of the Engagement 
Model, pedagogy and practice and the use of observations and supports the 
development of a quality curriculum. This first session will also explore the links to the 
four areas of need (EHCP).  

Date: 20/10/21 

Time: 0930 - 1100 

 

Venues: Online delivery  

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
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Primary Subject Leadership Programme | Session 1 

Working with the Chartered Management Institute and Petroc, this practical 
programme is based on the skills and approaches that Primary Subject Leaders need 
to develop their Subject Leadership Expertise.  

Date: 3/11/21 

Time: 0930 - 1530 

 

Venues: Subject to demand: Roundswell Primary, Barnstaple &Trinity Primary, Exeter 

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  

SMSC/PSHE/(Primary) | Compass for Life | with Floyd Woodrow  
National update / Compass for Life with opportunities for questions and professional 
dialogue (linked to delegates’ SDP). 
 
Floyd Woodrow, will deliver on Compass for Life, the role of a leader, leading a tricky 
area, professional and personal goals, and long-term and short-term aims.  

Date: 9/11/21 

Time: 0930 - 1530 
 

 

Venue: Online delivery 

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mental Health First Aid | NHS Livewell South West  
 

Day 1 | Monday 15 November 2021 | 0900 – 1600 
Day 2 | Tuesday 16 November 2021 | 0900 – 1600 
Plymouth Cricket Club, Devonport Hill, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PR 
 

This course aims to provide the tools and techniques to use within the classroom:  
  

• To spot the early signs of a mental health problem.  

• To feel confident helping someone experiencing a problem and deal with a crisis situation or help prevent someone 
hurting themselves or others.  

• To help stop a mental illness from getting worse.  

• To help someone recover faster.  

• To guide someone towards the right support.  

• To help reduce the stigma of mental health problems.  

• To use ALGEE, a unique memory tool for conducting Mental Health First Aid Practice as an accredited Mental 
Health First Aider. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL 
BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 
 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
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Coming Soon: 

 

 Post Pandemic Governance: Lessons | Wednesday 6 October 2021 | 1800 – 1930 | TTSA  
Book your place here 

 
 Art Twilight (Sketchbook Development) | Monday 11 October 2021 | 1600 – 1730 | Collaton St Mary CE Primary | 
TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Primary Science Subject Leader Briefing | Tuesday 12 October 2021 | 1330 – 1545 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 An Introduction to the Power of Incremental Coaching | Wednesday 13 October 2021 | 1330 – 1600 |  
Newcourt Community Centre | ECSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Primary Maths Subject Leader Briefing (A.M.)  | Thursday 14 October 2021 | 0900 – 1200 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Primary Maths Subject Leader Briefing (P.M. repeat) | Thursday 14 October 2021 | 1300 – 1600 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Vocabulary Building Across the Curriculum | Wednesday 20 October 2021 | 1300 - 1600 | TTSA 
Book your place here 
 

 Lego Therapy Workshop | Thursday 21 October 2021 | 0930 – 1130 | Newcourt Community Centre | ECSA 
Book your place here 
 

 

 Dyslexia SEND Training with Karen Sewell | Tuesday 2 November 2021 | 1100 - 1200 | SWIFT South  
Book your place here 

 
 Making Your School a Great Place to Work - Keynote by Mandy Coalter | Thursday 4 November 2021 |  
1000 - 1130 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Trauma Responsive Practice in Education | Thursday 4 November 2021 | 0930 – 1600 | Newcourt Community 
Centre | ECSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Diversity in Primary History teaching African and Asian civilisations | Thursday 11 November 2021 |  
0930 - 1530 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 SEND Support Group for Teaching Assistants | Monday 15 November 2021 | 1300 - 1600 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 
 Primary Maths Subject Knowledge Development for Teaching Assistants | Thursday 18 November 2021 |  
1300 - 1600 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 

 Primary Science Subject Leader Briefing (A.M.) | Friday 19 November 2021 | 0915 - 1215 | Oldway Primary 

School | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 

 Primary Science Subject Leader Briefing (P.M. repeat) | Friday 19 November 2021 | 1315 - 1615 | Oldway  

Primary School | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 

 Leading SEND with Karen Sewell (Day 1) | Tuesday 23 November 2021 | 0930 - 1530 | SWIFT South  
Book your place here 

 

 Aspirant Head Programme 2021-22 (Day 1) | Tuesday 23 November 2021 | 0930 - 1530 | TTSA 
Book your place here 
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Primary English Subject Knowledge for Teachers | Thursday 25 November 2021 | 1300 - 1530 | TTSA 
Book your place here 

 

 Primary Maths Subject Knowledge Twilight (Fractions part 1) | Thursday 25 November 2021 | 1600 - 1730 |  

TTSA 
Book your place here 

 

 Nurture Forum | Friday 26 November 2021 | 0930 - 1030 | TTSA  

Book your place here 

 
 Primary English Subject Knowledge Development for Teaching Assistants | Monday 29 November 2021 |  
1300 - 1530 | TTSA  
Book your place here 
 
 Teaching Assistant to Whole Class Teaching Programme 2021-22 (Primary) | Tuesday 30 November 2021 |  
0930 - 1200 | TTSA  
Book your place here 

 
                                                                                                                       *Unless stated otherwise, events will take place online. 

 

Computeam | 100% EdTech focused company, and SWIFT corporate sponsor 

 
 
                                                                                                                     *Unless stated otherwise, events will take place online. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Computeam  

We Connect | We Engage | We Manage | We Secure  
Computeam works with schools to support their ICT strategy and School Improvement Plans. 
 

 

Website    Email   Phone | 0800 8620124 
You can read more about Computeam here 

 

We are delighted to share Computeam's blog posts and case studies and in this latest 
blog you can discover what their new status means as a Climate Positive Workforce. 
 
“When it comes to the relationship between computer technology and the environment, some people assume that it 
can be boiled down to one simple formula: environment = good; computer technology = bad, and never shall the two 
find harmony…”  

READ MORE HERE 
 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10309&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=Primary%20English%20Subject%20Knowledge%20for%20Teachers%20&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=&calday=&calmonth=&calyear=&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10323&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=&ds=&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=1&calday=25&calmonth=11&calyear=2021&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10334&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=Nurture%20Forum%20&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=29/September/2021&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=&calday=&calmonth=&calyear=&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10313&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=Primary%20English%20Subject%20Knowledge%20Development%20for%20Teaching%20Assistants%20&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=&calday=&calmonth=&calyear=&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=
https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=10281&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=Teaching%20Assistant%20to%20Whole%20Class%20Teaching%20Programme%20&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&keystage=0&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=&calday=&calmonth=&calyear=&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=
https://www.computeam.co.uk/
mailto:info@computeam.co.uk
https://www.sw-ift.org.uk/sponsorship.html
https://www.sw-ift.org.uk/news/computeam-news-a-climate-positive-workforce


CPD Provider Highlights  
 

Many events hosted by our partner CPD Providers are FREE.  
You can also find out more about training offers, advice and consultancy on our website here 
 

 

 

Ilsham English Hub 
 

 
 

Webinar | Word Power with Kelly Ashley  
Wednesday 6 October 2021 | 1600 – 1715 | Online 
 
Explore strategies that will help to make strong connections with words and language as  
Kelly Ashley shares ideas for ensuring vocabulary instruction in the primary classroom  
(ages 4-11 years) is purposeful and connected using principles outlined in her debut book,  
“Word Power: Amplifying Vocabulary Instruction” (2019).  
With its central theme of communication, teachers will be equipped with a range of practical tools. 
 

Workshop | Developing Pupils Understanding and Use of Spoken Language  
Friday 15 October 2021 | 1130 – 1300 | Online 
  

This workshop will explore speech, language and communication needs in children and consider the word and language gap 
whilst looking at language models and will also consider practical advice to support children. 
 

Ilsham English Hub Showcase Event 
Thursday 21 October 2021 | 0900 – 1200 | Online 
 

This is the first Ilsham English Hub showcase for this new academic year. 
 
Join us to look at how we can help you continue to drive standards in the teaching of reading and early language 
development. There will also be opportunity to explore the new reading framework, the new validated SSP programmes and 
the importance of one route to reading. The session will also look at best practice and will consider your school’s next steps.  
 

Audience | Heads of school, SLT, Reading/Phonics Leaders.  
Some schools might be eligible for a total of £160 funding per school to support supply cover to attend.    
(Schools will be assessed for eligibility when spaces are booked. If supply cover has been given in previous years then it is 
unable to be claimed again).   
 

This showcase has been updated to fit current up-to-date documentation and priorities.  Hence colleagues are welcome to 
attend again and it will be relevant. We shall also be running this again throughout this academic year. If you have any 
questions or queries please email Danni Cooke (hub lead): 

   
 
 
 

 
 
West Country Computing Hub 

 

Computing at School Network Meeting 
Wednesday 13 October 2021 | 1545 – 1630 | Online 
 
Learn how to integrate Computing with topics, multiple resources and mixed 
classes (Key Stages 1 and 2) using Magpie Education (free to Schools). 
 

Find out how primary schools are starting to embed successfully Computing into 
their curriculum. By understanding the level of subject knowledge of your 
teachers, the topic themes being used across the year groups, the hardware 
available and the curriculum content being used, you can build Schemes of Work 
to help make Computing a success in your school.  
 
This support for schools in England is being funded by code.org and is free for 
schools. 
 

  

 

WORD POWER | BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE | MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WORD POWER  
 

DEVELOPING PUPILS’ UNDERSTANDING | BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE 
 
 

SHOWCASE | BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL  
 

 

 

BOOK YOUR PLACE HERE  
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL  

 

 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
https://www.sw-ift.org.uk/programmes/category/curriculum-hubs
mailto:dcooke@lapsw.org
https://forms.gle/2gJiwAZ7kNdb7Nki9
https://kellyashleyconsultancy.wordpress.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=P4eit5LJfEOFEopE9ezfFasg5gGSAJdMmxv6woYBuy5UNzNJUzRFOEFYV1JCNkZGSTc2NVRZVEpVNi4u
mailto:dcooke@lapsw.org
https://forms.office.com/r/Szx4fcWu8x
mailto:DCooke@lapsw.org
mailto:dcooke@lapsw.org
https://community.computingatschool.org.uk/official_events/9374
mailto:sophiebrown@exeterms.ac.uk


FREE AQA Events and Resources 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Virtual Communities | Autumn 2021 
 
AQA GCSE English Language 
An introduction to Threshold Concepts: the importance of structure for the co-teachability of GCSE English Language and 
English Literature.  
 
There will also be an opportunity to discuss the teaching of narrative structure as a threshold concept across the curriculum 
and to network with peers, AQA subject specialists or other expert partners to share and develop ideas and progression 
strategies that maximise achievement. 
 
GCSE Science 
A focus on how you might develop a framework to help students progress their understanding and give them confidence in 
tackling the unfamiliar practical situations presented to them in exams. 
 
GCSE Maths (Teachers) 
How to develop a growth mindset in your pupils and problem-solving and developing pupils' confidence and independence. 
Supporting pupils to learn effectively in classes with a range of prior knowledge. 
 
GCSE Maths (Heads of Department) 
An overview of free AQA Departmental CPD resources. 
Discussing ways to facilitate more collaboration within the Maths Department and discuss why and how to increase group 
work in lessons, and provide some resources to try. 
 
GCSE Art & Design 
By holistically linking the nature of learning to the assessment objectives, scenarios will be presented to consider the 
broader implications of assessment objectives in relation to teaching and learning.  
 
GCSE Geography 
The session will focus on catch-up in Geography and different strategies to support key marginal students. 
An evaluation of different approaches to promoting fluency within the subject and an evaluation of strategies to 
promote/develop extended writing. 
 
GCSE History 
Ideas and activities to develop key skills in reading and comprehending sources and interpretations, placing content in 
context and using contextual knowledge to evaluate provenance and addressing the focus of the question in writing.  
There will also be access to a facilitation pack to help embed learning in Subject Teams. 
 

SEE THE EVENT DATES AND BOOK YOUR PLACE: 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE | SCIENCE | MATHS TEACHERS | MATHS HEADS OF DEPARTMENT | ART & DESIGN | 
GEOGRAPHY | HISTORY  
 

 

A Level Science AQA CPAC Virtual Meeting 
 

Last year, Catherine Witter, AQA Senior Advice Manager, Practical Sciences, delivered a session for Science Advisers and 
Trust/MAT Leads to help address questions they were receiving from various schools and to support them with COVID-19 
issues. Matt Endean, Deputy Director of CLEAPSS also presented and provided advice.  
 
Catherine will be leading another session on Monday 18 October 2021 at 1600 and will focus on “Expectations of the pass 
standard in Summer 2022 and how monitoring will work in the main.” and Matt Endean will join the session to assist with the 
Q&A. 
 
Target Audience | A Level Science Advisers and Trust/MAT Science Leads and Advisors 
 
For more information and how to book contact: 
Helen Arman | AQA Relationship Manager South West | HArman@aqa.org.uk 

 
xx 

 

xx 
 

x 
 

xx 
 
 
 

AQA Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
AQA are supporting schools and colleges to deliver the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) to as many students as 
possible, so that they can stand out with the best start to their next chapter.  
 

For new teachers to EPQ or those with years of experience, these new resources, training courses and Virtual Community 
events will help to support you. 
 

Introduction here | Student recruitment here | Guides to delivering the EPQ here  

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=English&f.Themes%7CV=Virtual+Communities&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=deck&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=vc_english
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=Science&f.Themes%7CV=Virtual+Communities&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=deck&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=vc_science
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/course-details?meta_E=MATGVW19&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=maths+teachers+vc
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/course-details?meta_E=MATGVW18&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=maths+HOD+vc
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=Art+and+Design&f.Themes%7CV=Virtual+Communities&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=art+%26+design+VC
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=Geography&num_ranks=10&f.Themes%7CV=Hubs&f.Themes%7CV=Virtual+Communities&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=deck&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=vc_geog
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/search?f.Subjects%7CD=History&num_ranks=10&f.Themes%7CV=Hubs&f.Themes%7CV=Virtual+Communities&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=deck&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=vc_history
mailto:HArman@aqa.org.uk
https://www.aqa.org.uk/extended-project-qualification?utm_source=rm&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=epq2021&utm_content=home_page
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993/planning-resources/_nocache?f.Resource+type%7C6=Student+recruitment&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=epq2021&utm_content=student_recruitment
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/project-qualifications/EPQ-7993/planning-resources?startprojects=y&utm_source=rm&utm_medium=comms&utm_campaign=epq2021&utm_content=guides


 
 

 

 

 

A reminder for our new SWIFT Members 

  

FREE AQA Teaching Resources 
 
AQA GCSE Modern Foreign Languages  
10-item vocabulary and grammar cloze tests on each of the 12 topics created by experienced MFL teachers to help support 
students as they work towards their GCSE Language exams. Designed to help identify and evaluate any gaps in learning 
and help facilitate an end of topic assessment. The outcomes can be used as a diagnostic tool to re-visit vocabulary and 
specific grammar points and monitor students’ progress and help to identify areas to concentrate on in the run-up to the 
exams. 
 
French Tests here | German Tests here | Spanish Tests here 
 
AQA GCSE Sciences 
Teaching guide: Exploring Common Misunderstandings (aqa.org.uk) 
 
AQA GCSE Maths  
GCSE Shadow Papers 
Produced by Maths experts, our new unseen shadow papers are editable and will help preparations for a complete mock 
exam or allow focus on a key topic. Use them to help your students re-establish core skills and build confidence. 
Log in to All About Maths 
 
GCSE Maths Tests from Exampro 
Use the new GCSE tests to facilitate regular conversations with students to understand their levels of knowledge and 
confidence.  
Sign-up for a sample if you are new to Exampro here 
 
AQA A Level Sciences 
A Level Biology Chemistry and Physics: Practical Endorsement 
 
FREE on demand and online from 1/11/21 until the end of Summer Term 2022.  
This course captures experiences of best practice in CPAC assessment captured since monitoring began.  
See AQA | Professional development | Course details  
 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete the  
contacts details form with your current staff details  
(click below).  
 

This will allow us to share specific courses that might be  
of interest with appropriate colleagues.   
 

Primary  
Secondary  
 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/teaching-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Lesson+activities&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=French+vocab+tests
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668/teaching-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Lesson+activities&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=German+vocab+tests
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/teaching-resources?f.Resource+type%7C6=Lesson+activities&utm_source=RM&utm_campaign=coa21&utm_content=Spanish+vocab+tests
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-GCSE-SCI-TG-MISUNDERSTANDINGS.PDF?_cldee=aGFybWFuQGFxYS5vcmcudWs%3d&recipientid=contact-a2b5b4c66b3bea11a813000d3a49da6c-a06a6ac80e064c529508e7aca3d0df57&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=coa21&esid=82dc2865-2712-ec11-b6e6-6045bd872e33
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/6/?T=OTM3NTU3Mzc%3AMDItYjIxMjY1LTRhZjg2OWZiMGY1MjQ4OWZhYTA3MzIzYmEwZWJkZDMw%3AaGFybWFuQGFxYS5vcmcudWs%3AY29udGFjdC1hMmI1YjRjNjZiM2JlYTExYTgxMzAwMGQzYTQ5ZGE2Yy1iZTg2NGUzNWE0ZmI0YzRlYmYzYjJiYmFmMGEyOTM3YQ%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9hbGxhYm91dG1hdGhzLmFxYS5vcmcudWsvMTcwOT9fY2xkZWU9YUdGeWJXRnVRR0Z4WVM1dmNtY3VkV3MlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1hMmI1YjRjNjZiM2JlYTExYTgxMzAwMGQzYTQ5ZGE2Yy1iZTg2NGUzNWE0ZmI0YzRlYmYzYjJiYmFmMGEyOTM3YSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPUNsaWNrRGltZW5zaW9ucyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1tYXRoc2EyMSZlc2lkPTJiZjNjM2EwLTVkMTUtZWMxMS1iNmU2LTYwNDViZDg4Nzc4Nw&K=QYyoL9mYeyAO_HejcC5KEw
https://www.exampro.co.uk/mathematics/?_cldee=aGFybWFuQGFxYS5vcmcudWs%3d&recipientid=contact-a2b5b4c66b3bea11a813000d3a49da6c-be864e35a4fb4c4ebf3b2bbaf0a2937a&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=mathsa21&esid=2bf3c3a0-5d15-ec11-b6e6-6045bd887787
https://www.aqa.org.uk/professional-development/course-details?meta_E=SCIAOE1
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FvE2DOJBMU2g1mma5GJwmK3M-iui7pNLkfNMEZYHOIZUMTNRNUs2Tk1UVlVKSkhXNU9BTFM5SUoyMS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FvE2DOJBMU2g1mma5GJwmK3M-iui7pNLkfNMEZYHOIZUNU1DWFhMQkI4NTNDQ1AzQ1czTElRUjhZTC4u


About Us 
 

SWIFT is built on a partnership model of Colyton and Kingsbridge Teaching School Hubs; ten Teaching Alliances; 
local ITT providers; Education South West, Learning Academies Partnership SW, Ted Wragg MAT and 
Westcountry Schools Trust (WeST) Multi Academy Trusts; Kingsbridge Research School, Curriculum Hubs and 
EdTech Demonstrator Schools; Devon Schools Leadership Service; Teach First and the Chartered College of 
Teaching. 
 
By creating a strong, mature partnership, SWIFT acts as a multiplier within the education system, meaning we are 
much more than the sum of our parts. By working together in the spirit of mutual support and towards common 
goals we can make this a reality. The more than principle is enshrined in our logo, which is a stylised more than 
sign. > 
 
We have a clear vision: to be a trusted partner for schools. We are guided by a set of values that ensure we support 
teachers and leaders to improve the educational outcomes for all children and young people, especially 
disadvantaged groups. To achieve this vision in accordance with our values, we have developed clear aims that 
guide our activities, and a coherent theory of change to show how the issues facing schools, our activity and our 
aims all line up. 
 
South West Institute for Teaching (SWIFT) | Kingsbridge Community College | Balkwill Road | Kingsbridge | Devon TQ7 1PL 

 

 
 
 

Keeping in Contact  
 
You have received this newsletter because you are currently one of our Colyton and Kingsbridge Teaching School Hubs’ 
Schools and Partners. 
 
If we have not got your preferred email address correct, then please email Project Co-Ordinator, Jude Owens who will be 
pleased to update our records (Jude.Owens@sw-ift.org.uk).  

 

@ColytonTsh 
@KingsbridgeTsh 
@SouthWestIFT 

 
for more updates and links  

to offers and news from  
our various partners. 

https://sw-iftcpd.org.uk/cpd/portal.asp
https://teachertraining.sw-ift.org.uk/
https://educationsouthwest.org.uk/
https://www.lapsw.co.uk/
https://www.tedwraggtrust.co.uk/
https://www.westst.org.uk/
https://devonsls.co.uk/
https://www.teachfirst.org.uk/
https://chartered.college/
mailto:Jude.Owens@sw-ift.org.uk

